
W. E. Mitchell Middle School 
International Baccalaureate Candidate School 

for the Middle Years Programme (MYP) 2014/2015 

Welcome to our classes!  We look forward to helping you become a 
successful student at Mitchell Middle School.  To that end, we want to share 
with you some information that will help you to excel in our classrooms.  Our 
expectations for you as a scholar are high, but you can also expect certain 
things from your teachers. 

AS YOUR TEACHERS, YOU CAN EXPECT THE FOLLOWING FROM US: 

INSTRUCTION BASED ON CALIFORNIA COMMON CORE STANDARDS— 
The state of California has set standards* that each pupil must achieve by the end of 

his or her career as a student in middle school.  The state has set goals in the broad areas 
of English Language Arts, History-Social Science, Mathematics, Physical Education, Sci-
ence, Visual and Performing Arts, and World Language.  To help you meet these goals, 
we will explore our disciplines through class discussions, reading, class work, homework, 
essays, exams, and various tasks and projects.  There are many ways for you to prove you 
have mastered the concepts taught in class.  Not all of your assignments will be graded, 
but you WILL be assessed on every concept presented.  Our goal is to help you master all 
of these standards. 

* For more information on the California Common Core Standards, please refer 
to the California Department of Education website http://www.cde.ca.gov 

1 

GRADING POLICY— 
We expect you to actively participate in your own learning by completing ALL of 

your assignments.  Not all of your work is graded.  Some assignments give you an opportu-
nity to practice your skills; others allow you to demonstrate your mastery of the common 
core standards.  Although your final grade is based on summative assessments, your per-
formance on formative assessments will guide instruction in the classroom. 

Summative Assessments 

Summative assessments occur at the end of a 

large chunk of instruction.  The results may take 

awhile to be returned to the student.  The pur-

pose of summative assessments is to help a 

teacher evaluate a scholar’s mastery of learning 

goals.  Summative assessments may occur less 

frequently than formative assessments. 

Formative Assessments 

Formative assessments occur after small amounts of 

instruction while the students are making meaning of 

new concepts.  The feedback is nearly immediate and 

helps students integrate new information with previ-

ous knowledge.  Formative assessments also help us 

teachers adjust instruction to best meet the needs of 

our scholars.  Formative assessments are powerful 

tools that can help improve a scholar’s understanding 

Examples of formative assessments can be: 

All-School Runs, Class Work, Exit Tickets, Interviews, 

Homework, Quick Writes, Quizzes, Socratic Seminars, 

and Warm-Ups. 

Examples of summative assessments can be: 

AR Tests and Goals, Chapter Exams, Embedded As-

sessments, Essays, Final Exams, Lab reports, Unit Ex-

ams, Presentations, and Projects. 
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ASSESSMENT CRITERIA BY SUBJECT— 
 MYP assigns four (4) criteria to each subject.  Your teachers must assess each crite-
rion two (2) times per semester.  When more than one criterion is assessed in a task, there 
will be multiple grades (one grade for each criterion). 

FINAL GRADES—  
 Your final grades will be determined 
using assessments on the four (4) MYP crite-
ria specific to each subject.  Your teachers 
will discuss the assessment criteria above 
and will help you to understand how you can 
demonstrate your learning. 

MYP CRITERION RUBRICS— 
Your work will be assessed using MYP 

criterion based rubrics.  Each eight-point  
rubric clearly explains what a scholar needs 
to accomplish on an assignment in order to 
achieve the highest quality and grade.  Each 
teacher will discuss the rubrics used in his or 
her discipline before most assignments. 
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Arts— 

 A: Knowing and Understanding 

 B: Developing Skills 

 C: Thinking Creatively 

 D: Responding 

Design— 

 A: Inquiring and Analysing 

 B: Developing Ideas 

 C: Creating the Solution 

 D: Evaluating 

Individuals and Societies— 

 A: Knowing and Understanding 

 B: Investigating 

 C: Communication 

 D: Thinking Critically 

Language Acquisition— 

 A: Comprehending Spoken and Visual Text 

 B: Comprehending Written and Visual Text 

 C: Communicating in Response to Spoken, 

Written, and Visual Text 

 D: Using Language in Spoken and Written 

Form 

Language and Literature— 

 A: Analysing 

 B: Organizing 

 C: Producing Text 

 D: Using Language 

Mathematics— 

 A: Knowing and Understanding 

 B: Investigating Patterns 

 C: Communicating 

 D: Applying Mathematics in Real-life Contexts 

Physical and Health Education— 

 A: Knowing and Understanding 

 B: Planning for Performance 

 C: Applying and Performing 

 D: Reflecting and Improving Performance 

Sciences— 

 A: Knowing and Understanding 

 B: Inquiring and Designing 

 C: Processing and Evaluating 

 D: Reflecting on the Impacts of Science 

 

REEVALUATING ASSESSMENTS— 
If you are unsatisfied with your score on an assessment, you will be given an oppor-

tunity to be reassessed.  You must schedule a time with us to be reassessed.  It is YOUR 
responsibility to take the necessary steps to improve your grade; study for the exam, re-
edit your essay, etc.   Ideally, you should be reevaluated within two (2) weeks of receiving 
the original grade.  The superior grade will be accepted into the grade book. 
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DISCIPLINE— 
Positive and productive behavior is      expected from you.  If your choices in the 

classroom detract from your ability to learn or interfere with the learning of others, we 
will take measures to help you alter your behavior.  These measures (progressive disci-
pline) include, but are not limited to, verbal warnings, communication with your parents/ 

guardians, and behavior reflection in another classroom. 

As a last resort, you might be suspended from the class or sent to administration 
with a referral. Some behaviors may result in an immediate suspension if they are par-

ticularly dangerous or unacceptable. 

ATTENDANCE— 
You are expected to attend class regularly.  It is difficult to help you learn when you 

are not present.  You are responsible for asking us to provide any missed readings or as-
signments.  Please use the class notebook or the class website to copy notes and assign-
ments. 

 You are expected to be in your seat and working when the bell rings.  If you walk in 
as the bell rings or your materials are not ready, then you are late.  You will remain seated 
until dismissed (regardless of when the bell rings). 

In Physical and Health Education, you must be on your number at the beginning of 
the period.  If you are still walking towards your number when the bell rings, you are late. 

CLASSROOM RULES— 
Scholars will: 
1. be in class on time and leave when dis-

missed, 

2. bring proper materials, 

3. not eat food in class, 

4. keep hands, feet, and objects to oneself, 

5. create an environment that encourages 

learning. 

CITIZENSHIP— 
Your citizenship grade will be based upon 

your participation in two (2) categories:  

1) Your adherence to Our Touchstone and 

2) Your adherence to Mitchell’s Learner 

Profile. Mitchell scholars will strive to be: 

Inquirers Open-minded 

Knowledgeable Caring 

Thinkers Risk-takers 

Communicators Balanced 

Principled Reflective 

AS A SCHOLAR, THE FOLLOWING IS EXPECTED FROM YOU: 

OUR TOUCHSTONE: THE CODE BY WHICH WE LIVE— 

At Mitchell, we lead by example. 
We are citizens of the world and show respect for others through kind words and actions. 

We put forth our best effort and work hard to achieve academic excellence. 
We grow by taking risks and by learning from our mistakes. 

We believe laughter is an important part of learning. 
With courage, this is who we are, especially when no one is looking. 



ACCELERATED READING (AR)— 
In an effort to support your vocabu-

lary development, reading fluency, and 
reading comprehension you will be required 
to come each day with an Accelerated Read-
ing book.  Once a day you may be given an 
opportunity to spend a substantial block of 
time in one of your classes reading.  Any 
transition time or “extra time” in class 
should be used to read from your AR book.  
Each quarter, you will have an AR goal.  Fail-
ure to meet the reading goal will negatively 
impact your overall grade.  A passing score 
on an AR test is 80% or higher. 

LATE WORK— 

In the event that you are absent from 
school, in compliance with the district’s pol-
icy, you will be given two (2) days for each 
day of absence to make up any work without 
consequence.  Unless you are absent, we 
may decline work submitted later than five 
(5) school days.  Formative assignments may 
only be effective if they are completed in a 
timely manner. 

It is in your best interest to complete  
assignments in a timely fashion.  If you know 
that the due date for an assignment will pre-
sent a problem, please see us as soon as 
possible to discuss your options. 

HOME-TO-SCHOOL CORRESPONDENCE— 
We look forward to communicating 

with your parents/guardians.  We can be 
reached via notes, e-mail, and voicemail.  
Please feel free to contact us if you have any 
questions or concerns.  We will make every  
effort to respond to any correspondence 
within twenty-four hours. 

LEAVING THE CLASSROOM— 
 Scholars are expected to remain in 
class for the entirety of each period.  In the 
event that a student must leave the class (to 
use the restroom or visit another class), 
then he or she must have the planner signed 
as a pass.  Each teacher will allow a scholar 
to use the planner as a pass only four (4) 
times each semester. 

Yours in education, 

Your W.E. Mitchell Middle School teachers. 

SUPPORT— 
If you feel that you need additional support with your 

assignments, you may visit us on most days before and after 
school.  Possibly, you may also make an appointment to meet 
with us during lunch.  You can reach us via e-mail at the ad-
dresses listed on our website.  We will always try to meet 
your needs, but we require your help.  You must share with us 
any other  expectations you may have for your teacher. 

 It is our distinct pleasure to be your partners in education.  

We look forward to many enjoyable days exploring our world and 

community with you.  It is our sincere hope that we will learn a 

great deal from each other and that we will grow stronger as 

members of the W.E. Mitchell family. 
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GENERAL MATERIALS— 

 To be successful, you are expected to 

bring the following materials each day: 

 Blue or Black Pens 

 Red Pens 

 Pencils 

 Color Pencils 

 Color Markers (not Sharpies) 

 Pencil Sharpener (with a cover to 

catch shavings) 

 Blue, Green, Yellow, Red (Pink), 

and Yellow  Highlighters 

 Glue Stick 

 Paper (8 ½ x 11) 

 Student ID Card 

 Student Planner 

 Accelerated Reader Book 

W.E. Mitchell Middle School Syllabus Receipt 

DIRECTIONS: Supply the information requested below.  Read the 

syllabus with your parents/guardians.  Then ask your parents/

guardians to sign the syllabus receipt to indicate that they have 

read it with you. 

Student Name: ____________________________________ 

                        (Please Print Full Name) 

Advisory Teacher: ____________________________________ 

Date: ____________________ 

RETURN THIS SYLLABUS RECEIPT TO YOUR ADVISORY TEACHER 

AND KEEP THE REST IN YOUR TOOLBOX. 

*A book for our class library, a ream of 

white paper, or a box of tissue donated to 

the class would be greatly appreciated. 

 Pocket Calculator 

 Small Stapler 

 Ruler 

 Index Cards 

 You may also find useful: 

DISCIPLINE SPECIFIC MATERIALS— 

 Arts: Spiral Sketchbook, Ruler, Cray-

ons, Art Eraser, and Wooden (not    

mechanical) Pencils 

 Arts (Music):  Purple Spiral Notebook 

and Purple Folder 

 Design: Black Spiral Notebook and 

Black Folder 

 Individuals and Societies:  Red  Spiral 
Notebook (which must have 150 pages 
of 8 ½” x 11”, college-ruled paper) and 
Red Folder 

 Language Acquisition:  Orange Spiral 

Notebook, Orange Folder, and Dry-

erase Markers 

 Language and Literature: Dark-Blue,  

3-Ring Binder with 5 Dividers 

 Physical and Health Education: PE 

Uniform (2 recommended), Socks 

(extra pair recommended), Athletic 

Shoes, (8th Grade) Composition Note-

book, and (6-7th Grade) 1" Binder 

 Sciences:  Green Folder and Composi-

tion Notebook 

SCHOLAR MATERIALS— 

 In addition to a positive and productive attitude, you will benefit from being pre-

pared with the following materials. 
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W.E. Mitchell Middle School Syllabus Receipt 

Parent/Guardian: 

 I have received and read the course syllabus.  I have reviewed the syllabus with my child.  

My child understands that to be successful, certain materials must be brought to class each day 

and that positive, productive behavior is required. 

Student: 

 I have read the syllabus and have reviewed it with my parent/guardian.  I will bring the 

necessary materials to class.  I understand that positive, productive behavior is expected of me in 

class.  I will respect myself and others.  I will be responsible for my own actions. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: Student Signature: 
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FINAL WORDS 

DETERMINING FINAL JUDGMENTS AND GRADES— 

 As mentioned earlier in the syllabus, each discipline has four (4) assessment criteria.  

Each criterion will be assessed at least twice per semester.  At the end of a semester the 

teacher will make a final judgment for each criterion (represented by a number from 1 to 

8).  The judgment will be based upon the growth and progress demonstrated by each 

scholar on each criterion. 

 The sum of the four (4) final judgments will determine the scholar’s grade based 

upon the Middle Years Programme grade boundaries.  For more information, please visit the 

International Baccalaureate section on our school website. 

 Academic Honesty 

 Assessment 

 Language, and 

 Special Needs 

IB MYP POLICIES— 

 As a candidate school for the IB Middle Years Programme, Mitchell Middle School has 

adopted four (4) policies concerning: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please visit our website to review the policies in their entirety. 


